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Singer-Songwriter AliShA ZAlkin’S love of muSic 
is deeply rooted in her mexican and Jewish heritage. her Jewish 
grandmother, a survivor of the holocaust, was the youngest opera 
singer to be admitted into the vienna conservatory of music before 
she was forced to flee europe. Zalkin was also exposed to mariachi 
music by her mother’s mexican family. Zalkin, who resides in l.A., 
blends these multicultural influences into a modern sound. the title 
track of her new eP, March to a Different Beat, was inspired by 
her father’s experience as a first-generation American, while other 
songs explore topics like bullying and self-esteem. Zalkin plans to 
donate part of the proceeds to the Playing for change foundation, 
an organization that provides musical education to children. “music 
has so much potential to impact a person’s life,” she says. “i want 
my music to shed a light on the amazing mission of causes that are 
making a difference in the world.” 

ALISHA ZALKIN

ZeISS

HOMeTOWN: San Diego, Calif. 
INfLueNceS: Carole King, Whitney Houston, 
  Aretha Franklin
ALBuM:  March to a Different Beat EP, 
  out now
WeBSITe: alishazmusic.com 

HOMETOWN: Long Island, N.Y.
INFLuENCES: Jerry Reed, Chuck Berry, 
  Little Richard                                       
ALBuM: Last Train to Rock n’ Roll, 
  out now 
WEBSITE: zeissofficial.com

growing uP on new York’S long iSlAnd, muSiciAn And 
model Zeiss (born matthew John Zeiss) was drawn to entertainment 
because of his parents’ obsession with elvis Presley. As a kid, he’d 
scoured his father’s record collection of the king’s music, along 
with other classic rock and blues albums. Zeiss’ vocal talent was 
first nurtured by a high school music instructor after singing Jimmie 
rodgers’ “it’s over” in a talent audition. this led to performing at local 
gigs, and eventually landed him a spot as opening act at Broadway 
comedy club in manhattan. in 2010, Zeiss fulfilled a lifelong dream 
when he recorded Presley’s “that’s All right” at Sun Studio in 
memphis. Partnered with producer Sean Power, he devoted the 
next two years to developing original material. those efforts came to 
fruition with his debut album, Last Train to Rock n’ Roll, which mixes 
retro r&B with more aggressive hard rock.
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