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The daughTer of an opera-singing moTher and 
guitar-playing father, shannon Labrie took to music early—she 
astounded her first vocal coach with her four-octave range, and 
began writing classical piano pieces as a child. she got her first 
guitar at around 10 and began learning chords from her dad, 
who died from cancer when she was only 14. “i was in a dark 
place for a while after that,” she recalls. “i just wanted to leave.” 
she found solace in music, developing her skills as a player 
and songwriter. she performed across the u.s., eventually 
snagging an artist-development contract that brought her to 
nashville in 2009. “i write in many different styles,” she says, “but 
living and working in nashville has made me fall in love with country 
music.” in 2010 her song “Calls me home” was snapped up for use 
on TV’s One Tree Hill and released as a single. she released her 
self-titled debut ep in march.
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hoMeToWn: Lincoln, Neb.  
influences: Bob Dylan, Lauryn Hill, James Taylor  
albuM:  Shannon Labrie EP, out now
WebsiTe: shannonlabrie.com 

HOMETOWN: New Orleans 
MEMBErs: “Keon B” Brown (vocals),                    
  Blair Taylor (music)                                           
ALBUM: New Frequency EP, out now 
WEBsITE: speakersmusic.com

BLair TayLor was geTTing esTaBLished as a go-To 
musician and producer in his native new orleans when singer and 
rapper Keon B moved to town from waynesboro, ga. when Keon 
heard Taylor’s production work, he was impressed enough to try 
contacting him. “i called and texted Blair for a whole year after hearing 
this Cd, and he never responded. i’m still mad about it,” he says with 
a laugh. The two were finally introduced by a mutual friend, and found 
common musical ground immediately. “most of the artists who came 
to me were doing r&B and rap,” Taylor says. “Keon was trying to do 
pop, and i was ready to branch out into other genres.” The two formed 
speakers and relocated to L.a. “what motivates us is trying to figure 
out how to communicate,” Keon says. “we were given this ability, and 
we want to use it to help change people’s lives.”  
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