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Craig Campbell first fell in love with musiC while 
performing at church, where he played piano for his local baptist 
congregation throughout his teens. winning a regional singing 
competition at age 15 set his career path in stone. “i wanted to be 
onstage for sure,” he says. “the crowd response is what drove it. 
there’s nothing better than to hear somebody applaud.” he moved to 
nashville in 2002 to take a shot at country-music stardom. there he 
found work playing in local venues and singing on songwriter demos, 
and learned to write songs with the town’s talented tunesmiths. “it 
takes on a completely different meaning whenever you can stand up 
and say, ‘here’s a song i wrote,’ as opposed to, ‘here’s a song i like,’” 
notes Campbell. he attracted the notice of hitmaking producer Keith 
stegall, who helmed the singer’s self-titled debut. “it’s traditional, 
back-to-basics, true country music,” he says. “it’s what i am. 
i can’t be anything else.”
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HomeTown: Lyons, Ga. 
influenceS: Alan Jackson, Randy Travis,               
  Travis Tritt
album:  Craig Campbell, out now 
webSiTe: craigcampbell.tv 

HOMETOWN: Nashville 
iNfLuENcEs: fleetwood Mac, Outkast,                   
  snoop Dogg                                         
ALBuM: The Spark, out soon 
WEBsiTE: spreewilson.com

rapper, singer and guitarist spree wilson grew 
up in the capital of country music, nashville—but while he enjoyed 
learning from the city’s rich musical tapestry, he knew his own 
destiny lay elsewhere. after high school he headed to Clark atlanta 
university, where producer dallas austin became an invaluable 
mentor. emboldened, wilson headed for new York City with only a 
duffel bag full of belongings. he spent his first three weeks hitting 
the streets during the day while sleeping at penn station at night. 
eventually his demo found its way to veteran rapper Q-tip, who was 
impressed enough to help him secure a label deal. all along, wilson 
resisted attempts to pigeonhole himself as a hip-hop artist alone, 
citing inspirations including Jimi hendrix, elton John and the velvet 
underground. The Spark features production from organized noize, 
the team best known for its work with outkast—apt, as wilson calls 
the duo’s 1998 Aquemini “the landmark album of my life.”
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