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“It dIdn’t break my wIll, but It dId break my nose,” 
cracks Gavin deGraw about the unwelcome experience of being 
assaulted last august in manhattan. the native new yorker was 
attacked by three men and then hit by a taxi as he stumbled away. 
His injuries forced him to cancel tour dates as he readied his new 
album, Sweeter, but he betrays no bitterness. “I had never really 
been hurt at somebody else’s hand before,” he says. “but I’ve 
learned there are beautiful people in the world, and then there 
are some really terrible people.”

Perhaps the optimistic outlook should be no surprise from the 

GAVIN DeGRAW 
Keeping a positive attitude even while  
taking a beating—literally  

on tHeIr last album, tHe members 
of dr. dog tried to teach themselves new 
tricks. they left their familiar Philadelphia 
practice space and studio, meth beach, and 
enlisted the help of an outside producer. the 
result was 2010’s Shame, Shame—an album 
that, for all its groovy nods to the beatles 
and beach boys, was uncharacteristically 
somber. “It was sort of a struggle,” 
acknowledges bassist and singer toby 
leaman. “we ended up gravitating toward 
song choices that sounded down, because 
we were feeling down.”

For its latest, Be the Void, the band 
rediscovered the joys of working from 
home—especially because there was some 
fresh blood on hand in the form of two new 
members, drummer eric slick and multi-
instrumentalist dimitri manos. by the time 

work began on the album last summer, the 
group was re-energized. “before the last 
record we had hit a wall in terms of what 
we were capable of doing in the studio,” 
leaman says. “but we’d never done a record 
with these two before.”  

meth beach itself also got an overhaul, 
as the band worked with engineer nathan 
sabatino to outfit the studio with new 
gear. with its setup thus modernized, 
dr. dog bashed out some 30 songs in 
about as many days. leaman and singer-
guitarist scott mcmicken handled the bulk 
of the songwriting, but the six musicians 
constructed the songs together, coming up 
with parts as they went. “Previously it would 
be a couple of us in the studio, and the songs 
would get built that way,” leaman says. “this 
time everybody was there from the get-go.”

the results were immediate. on tunes 
like “do the trick” and “big Girl,” every guitar 
riff, piano lick, cowbell ping and sunny “sha-
na-na” vocal fell right into place. “everyone 
understood their role immediately and exactly 
what needed to happen,” leaman says of the 
band, formed in Philadelphia 13 years ago. 
“It’s so satisfying when everyone comes up 
with their own parts and it gels—plus it’s a 
great time saver.” although not without its 
dark moments—the first two songs are called 
“lonesome” and “that old black Hole”—Be 
the Void may be the first great feel-good rock 
record of 2012. “we were really psyched 
to be playing, having the new guys and 
everyone feeling really good,” leaman says. 
“there’s really no point doing this unless 
you’re having a good time.” 

–Kenneth Partridge
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DR. DoG  
Fresh faces, familiar places and a newfound urge to 
have a good time   
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