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Well-knoWn since childhood in her native Mexico 

as a singer, songwriter and actress, sariñana is preparing to introduce 

herself to a broader audience with her first english-language album. 

Ximena Sariñana, recorded in l.a. with producers Greg kurstin, 

dave sitek and natalia lafourcade, is also a stylistic departure for 

the singer. “everything was about forcing myself out of my comfort 

zone,” says sariñana, 25. “i wanted quicker, bigger-sounding songs 

and more bass and electronic instruments.” the album does contain 

one spanish-language song, “tu y Yo” (“You and Me”): “My mother 

language and the country i live in are such an important part of who 

i am,” she says. sariñana elected to self-title the album because, she 

says, “it’s my first record to a lot of people. i just hope listeners can 

hear the honesty in the album. i titled it after myself because my name 

keeps it close to me and who i am as an artist and a person.”
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HOMETOWN: Guadalajara, Mexico  

INflUENcES: Tracy Chapman, Ella Fitzgerald,   

  Paul Simon 

AlBUM:  Ximena Sariñana, out Aug. 2

WEBSITE: ximenamusic.com

HOMETOWN: Oakland, Calif.  

INflUENcES: Terence Blanchard,                    

 Steve Coleman, Wayne Shorter  

AlBUM: When the Heart Emerges   

 Glistening, out now 

WEBSITE: ambroseakinmusire.com

truMpeter akinMusire cauGht the jazz World’s 

attention by winning the prestigious thelonious Monk international 

jazz competition, judged by the likes of Quincy jones and herb 

alpert. he signed with the legendary Blue note label last year and 

recorded When the Heart Emerges Glistening with his quintet 

at Brooklyn studios. akinmusire co-produced the album with his 

mentor, famed jazz pianist jason Moran. “he’s the guy who people 

of my generation really look up to right now,” says akinmusire, 29. 

“i think knowing he was in the control booth made everyone play 

harder and reach for things that we maybe would not have reached 

for.” the intriguing album title, akinmusire explains, refers “to being 

present, emotionally invested, honest—not exclusively in our art, but 

in every act of expression. it’s about parting our chests to reveal 

ourselves to one another and to ourselves, to reflect honestly the 

‘everything’ of us—the ugly, the changing, the vulnerable, the fierce, 

the solid, the safe.” 
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