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Plan B (Born Ben Drew) Began singing anD Playing 

guitar as a teenager before he turned his attention to rap, inspired 

by the example of the similarly hued eminem. “He was brilliant, he 

changed the whole game,” says Plan B. “He didn’t just influence 

white rappers, he influenced everyone.” His 2006 debut, Who 

Needs Actions When You Got Words, garnered attention in england 

and earned him acting roles in movies like Harry Brown. For his 

follow-up, The Defamation of Strickland Banks, he has returned 

to the soul music he loved as a child. To complement the music 

he created the titular character, an alter ego who Plan B says is 

“obsessed with the ’60s” and dresses exclusively in period fashions; 

over the course of the album the character ends up imprisoned 

for a crime he didn’t commit. “i think they’ll be shocked that i can 

actually sing,” he says. “Don’t get me wrong, i’m going to rap for 

as long as i can rap. i’m going to rap until someone goes, ‘oi, 

mate, give it a rest.’ But singing soul just feels the right thing to 

do now. This is who i am.”
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anna Calvi Began Playing guiTar aT age 13, BuT iT 

wasn’t until four years later that she began learning to sing. “i’d 

always wanted to be a singer, but it was hard for me because i’m 

so shy,” she says. “But i just worked on it—five or six hours a day. 

i was very secretive about it. it was the scariest decision that i’ve 

made, because of the kind of person i am. But slowly, slowly, slowly, 

this big voice emerged.” she started performing live, backed only 

by harmonium player and percussionist Mally Harpaz and drummer 

Daniel Maiden-wood. “They are both such great musicians, and i 

like working with restrictions,” Calvi says. “i love the rawness of the 

three of us.” Former Coral guitarist Bill ryder-Jones saw her opening 

for folk-rocker Johnny Flynn and convinced Domino records to sign 

her. after spending a total of three years writing and recording, Calvi 

is set to release her self-titled debut album, produced by rob ellis 

(PJ Harvey, Marianne Faithfull). “when you’re doing 12-hour days 

and putting all your time and energy into something and all the time 

thinking, ‘no one may ever hear this,’ it is difficult,” she says. “it’s nice 

to come out of the rabbit hole and into the sunshine.”
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