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No straNger to the stage, rapper-producer deLoN 
has been a fixture on the underground hip-hop scene—and now 
he hopes to move into the mainstream with his latest release 
Awake. the 28-year-old cut his teeth in the clubs of L.a., but what 
sets him apart are his sri Lankan roots and straightedge ways. 
“It’s hard to get away from drugs and alcohol in this industry,” he 
says. “so I created my own oasis—my studio. I’ve had Yg, ty dolla 
sign and other rappers in there, and they all know there are no 
drugs or drinking allowed.” he has also been outspoken about 
high-profile issues affecting his family’s homeland, including 
the 2004 tsunami, civil war and terrorism. “Being in the 
industry for 10 years now, I’m comfortable doing my own thing. 
people love you for who you are, not you trying to be someone 
else. If people like my music, they like it—if they don’t, they 
can press fast-forward.”
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HoMeToWn: Pasadena, Calif.                             
InflUences: N.W.A., Tupac Shakur, 
  Outkast    
AlBUM:  Awake, 2016
WeBsITe: delonmusic.com

HOMETOWN: Valencia, Venezuela
iNfluENCES: luciano Pavarotti, freddie Mercury, 
  Björk                              
AlBuM: La Casa Azul, out now
WEBSiTE: migguelanggelo.com  

“MY soNgs are poetrY,” saYs perforMer MIggueL 
anggelo, who blends everything from pop and jazz to opera and 
spanish boleros into his music. “I’ve always been obsessed 
with music—my father, a chef, would sing while cooking, and my 
mother, a ballerina, often danced around the house to classical 
songs.” With a background in musical theater, the Brooklyn-based 
artist often incorporates elaborate orchestration, staging and 
costumes into performances. his bilingual sophomore album, 
La Casa Azul, explores such unusual themes as the complicated 
life of painter frida Kahlo (the album is named after her famed blue 
house in Mexico city). “this is a sophisticated album that merges my 
influences,” he says. “I’m proud of how disparate notes come together 
to make a new sound. the classic bolero ‘piensa en Mi’ for instance, 
is reinterpreted as a tango with electronic beats—a great example of 
taking something traditional and making it contemporary.”
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