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The son of a new York singer-songwriTer, eDM 
musician Matthew koma aspired to write compelling songs at a 
young age—and he succeeded, landing a publishing deal at just 16. 
“My favorite songwriters are the ones who tell stories that are rooted 
in real emotion, but who find a way to get there that isn’t obvious 
or direct,” he says. after signing a recording deal with interscope 
records in 2012, koma toured alongside such artists as LMfao, 
ellie goulding and Charli XCX—and attracted further notice as the 
co-writer of Zedd’s grammy-winning track, “Clarity.” koma, 27, is 
working on his debut album, slated for release in 2015. “There are 
so many roadmaps to a great song, so many different ways to get to 
that destination,” he says. “The challenge of carving out my own path 
and speaking from my perspective—as i’m looking for it and defining 
and redefining it myself—is always an inspiring and exciting thing.”
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hometowN: Long Island, N.Y. 
iNflueNces: Bruce Springsteen, Elvis Costello, 
  Don Henley  
alBum:  As-yet-untitled LP, out 2015
weBsite: matthewkoma.com

“ever sinCe i Can reMeMber, MusiC has been a parT 
of my life,” says kandace springs. “My dad was always playing 
music in the house, in the car, singing in the mall—everywhere! he 
taught me how to harmonize.” an r&b singer-songwriter, spring’s 
father also imparted an appreciation of his favorite performers to 
his daughter. “when i was a kid, he gave me CDs of all the greats: 
aretha franklin, nina simone, billie holiday. That’s how i became 
inspired to be a musician—and those artists continue to influence 
what i do and put out for people.”

after being discovered by the production team of Carl sturken 
and evan rogers (rihanna, Christina aguilera, kelly Clarkson), 
springs impressed blue note records president Don was with her 
version of bonnie raitt’s “i Can’t Make You Love Me,” and landed a 
record deal with his label. around the same time, springs, 23, drew 

the attention of another music legend: prince, who invited her to 
perform during the 30th anniversary celebration of Purple Rain. “he 
retweeted one of my videos, and the next thing you know he was 
calling me and inviting me to perform,” she says. “it’s still unreal to me.”

Living in new York, the nashville native is currently working on 
her debut album, produced by eli wolf (norah Jones, elvis Costello, 
robert glasper). featuring collaborations with writers including 
andre harris (Jill scott), Jack splash (Cee-Lo) and Claude kelly 
(bruno Mars), the record is her attempt to “bring back old-school soul 
in a new-school way.” springs recently wowed a national audience 
during an appearance on the Late Show With David Letterman. 
“i think that singing allows people to express themselves through 
music,” she says. “i personally enjoy seeing other people’s reactions 
to the music they’re listening to.”

HOMETOWN: Colts Neck, N.J.
INfLuENCES: Alicia Keys, Corinne Bailey Rae, 
  Adele                              
ALBuM: Broken Ones EP, out now
WEBSITE: jacquielee.com  

kaNdace spriNgs

JaCquie Lee was a shY Young girL who braveLY 
conquered a tough case of stage fright in fifth grade after securing 
the title role in her school’s production of Mulan. a half-dozen years 
later, Lee grew up to be a poised, talented performer who finished as 
the runner-up on the fifth season of The Voice. under the guidance of 
show judge Christina aguilera, the 17-year-old Lee further honed her 
craft. “it was a dream come true for me,” she says. “Christina was an 
amazing coach and she had so much advice to pass on to me, being 
that she also started her career at a young age.” earlier this year, 
Lee toured the nation as part of The Voice live concert series and 
opened for Tegan and sara. Lee’s debut ep, Broken Ones, includes 
four original songs and a darker take on the Cyndi Lauper classic, 
“girls Just want to have fun.”

hometowN: Nashville 
iNflueNces: Aretha franklin, Nina Simone, Billie Holiday                                             
alBum: Kandace Springs EP, out now 
weBsite: kandacesprings.com
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