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As A teenAger, J rAnd groomed himself for the 
spotlight by singing michael Jackson songs at a local karaoke bar 
in his hometown. “When i was a kid i was always fascinated by 
entertainers,” he says. While pursuing a solo career, he performed 
with various local cover bands. in 2010, rand signed with interscope 
records and collaborated with some major hip-hop acts including 
Akon (“oo la la”) and t-Pain (“Can’t sleep”). he also landed 
roles in the films Spring Breakers and Rock of Ages, and tV’s 
Burn Notice. Along the way, he accumulated 5 million Youtube 
views and 66,000 twitter followers. After splitting with interscope, 
rand re-emerged last fall performing his new single, “ride,” with 
flo rida and t-Pain on The Tonight Show With Jay Leno. rand, 
26, is currently recording his debut album, which he describes as 
“modern, fresh pop and r&B.” the record is due out later this year 
on flo rida’s label Poe Boy music group.
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HoMetoWn: Delray Beach, Fla. 
influences: Eminem, Stevie Wonder, 
  Donny Hathaway     
alBuM:  As-yet-untitled LP, due out 2014
WeBsite: jrandmusic.com

HOMETOWN: New York City
iNFLuENCES: Sheryl Crow, Dolly Parton, 
  Bruce Springsteen                              
ALBuM: A Woman’s Touch, out now
WEBSiTE: jennatorres.com 

to some, singer-songWriter JennA torres is A studY 
in contrasts, but she doesn’t see it that way. “i guess being a new York 
City girl and a country music artist might seem like a contradiction,” she 
says, “but to me the big city is the heartland. every day i’m surrounded 
by 8 million stories and 8 million hearts.” After releasing her self-titled 
indie debut, torres landed a publishing deal with Warner/Chappell 
music. An early composition, “Busted heart,” landed in the top 10 on 
three Christian charts for alt-rock duo for King and Country. torres 
collaborated with songwriter-producer Billy smiley (Johnny Cash, 
CeCe Winans) to record her new album, A Woman’s Touch. “one 
of the greatest things about being a songwriter is the more living and 
loving you do, the more songs you have to write and sing,” she says. 
“this record is a celebration of my life in song.”
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