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EnamorEd of his grandmothEr’s ExtEnsivE vinyl 
collection, yonas michael spent his early years practicing michael 
Jackson’s signature dance moves. When he was a teenager, 
michael’s family moved to the l.a. suburbs and he immersed himself 
in the world of hip-hop. after performing in talent shows around 
southern California, he joined high school classmate yannick Koffi 
(stage name thurzday) to form the duo U-n-i in 2006. “We built a 
name, a fan base and a foundation,” he says. “there were a lot of 
ups and downs, but it helped me grow as an artist.” on his new 
album, The Black Swan Theory, michael incorporates a range of 
musical styles including rock, electronic and funk to establish a 
new and entirely different identity. “the black swan theory basically 
represents a surprise to the observer,” he says. “it’s something that 
is rationalized in hindsight and eventually changes everything. i’m 
implementing elements that i grew up on into my own sound and 
cooking up something unprecedented in the process.”

yonas
michael

irina

homeToWn: Seattle, Wash. 
influences: Michael Jackson, the Roots, 
  Wu-Tang Clan       
alBum:  The Black Swan Theory, out 2014
WeBsiTe: yonasmichael.com

HOMETOWN: Moscow, Russia
iNfluENCES: Abba, Whitney Houston, 
  Barbra Streisand                              
AlBuM: Album due out 2014
WEBSiTE: irinaglobal.com 

“i Was alWays involvEd in thEatEr WhEn i Was in 
school,” says irina, who was born and raised in moscow. “i was singing 
in the choir as a mezzo-soprano when i was 6.” later, irina earned 
degrees in psychology and economics—but she eventually returned 
to her first love. she began writing songs with russian artists until 
relocating with her family to the U.s. in her mid-20s. While in l.a., she 
was introduced to choreographer and creative director mikey minden 
(Pussycat dolls). one of their first recordings, “something about 
you,” snagged more than a million views on youtube and reached the 
top 40 on the Billboard dance chart. Currently preparing her debut 
album, irina is itching for her turn in the spotlight. “no matter which 
audience i am performing for, the most important thing is capturing those 
eyes in front of me and sharing this crazy energy with them,” she says.
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