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Julie Kathryn studied classical piano, guitar and 
songwriting. But by the time she graduated high school she’d chosen 
an entirely different career path: social work. Kathryn received a 
bachelor’s degree from cornell university and a master’s from 
columbia university. But the pull of performing couldn’t be denied, 
and she pursued both passions—serving as a social worker by 
day, singer by night. “i wasn’t sure what path to take,” she admits. 
“i did advocacy work for the homeless, drug addicts and criminal 
defendants who didn’t have any money. after interviewing clients in 
the [noted new york jail] tombs during the day, i’d go out at night and 
play gigs.” Kathryn wrote or co-wrote eight of the 11 tracks on her 
debut album, Black Trees. “social work informed my music because 
it helped me get in touch with my emotions and be empathetic,” 
she says. “But when i stopped feeling spiritually connected to it, i 
realized i could serve a higher calling through music.”
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Brett eldredge grew up listening to FranK sinatra, 
ray charles and ronnie dunn. “i always gravitated toward big voices, 
because as a kid i had this big voice coming out of me,” he says. “i 
got hooked on the stories singers would tell through their voice.” 
eldredge’s parents bought him a guitar and a wireless mic. “But i never 
could sit still long enough to learn it,” he admits. eventually eldredge 
buckled down and began performing gigs around his hometown, which 
inspired a move to nashville in 2006. he landed a recording deal, 
and his debut album Bring You Back features the no. 1 hit “don’t 
ya.” “this new music is me, and it’s taken every song i’ve written up 
to this point to get to where i am,” he says. “i feel better about my 
music now than i ever have, and i can’t wait for people to hear it.”
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