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As A boy in the bAyou country of southern 
Louisiana, rod Melancon was a faithful disciple of playwright 
tennessee Williams. committed to pursuing a career in acting, 
he moved to hollywood in his early 20s. however, he changed 
course one christmas when his parents gave him an acoustic 
guitar. “that was the moment in the movie of my life when i knew 
what i was called to do,” he says. his musical education would 
come from his grandfather, a lifelong hank Williams fan, who taught 
him about the legends of traditional country and r&b. following 
his new musical path, Melancon returned to the West coast and 
began performing regularly. his songwriting weaves the disparate 
strands of American music into his own sound, with tunes about 
hard-bitten characters that have endured strings of demoralizing 
defeats. for his recent eP, Mad Talkin’ Man, Melancon enlisted producer 
Dave cobb (Waylon Jennings, Jamey Johnson) and a number of 
prominent L.A. session musicians. 
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HometoWn: Wright, La. 
influences: Johnny Cash, Elvis Presley, 
  Merle Haggard               
alBum:  Mad Talkin’ Man EP, out now
WeBsite: rodmelancon.com  

HOMETOWN: New York City
iNfLuENCEs: sheryl Crow, Jewel, fiona Apple                                      
ALBuM: Streetlamp Musician, out now 
WEBsiTE: nataliegelman.com

nAtALie GeLMAn GreW uP trAininG With ProfessionALs 
from the Juilliard school and the new york city opera. At 16, she 
borrowed a friend’s guitar and began writing songs. too young 
to play the clubs, Gelman hit the city’s subways, busking on 
platforms for tips. she eventually became a popular fixture alongside 
the train tracks. in fact, Gelman is one of the rare musicians 
permitted to play underground by the new york Department of 
transportation. since graduating from the university of Miami with 
a vocal performance degree, Gelman has entertained audiences 
at more standard concert venues like house of blues and 
Webster hall. her new album, Streetlamp Musician—produced by 
charlie Midnight (James brown) and Mark needham (the Killers)—
delves into deep subject matter. “there are a lot of heavy topics covered 
in my songs,” she says, “but always a bit of hope and vulnerability, 
childlike dreaming for some ideal.”
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