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In the 11 years sInce her last 
album, eve has been rather busy. she 
released singles, made guest appearances 
on more than a dozen tracks for other 
artists, had her own sitcom, appeared in 
the two Barbershop films, and launched a 
fashion line. But Lip Lock, her long-awaited 

return, wasn’t a snap decision.
“It’s been a bit of journey. I’ve been 

trying to put out a record for two years,” says 
eve, who was born eve Jeffers. “In those two 
years, I changed management, lawyers, even 
labels. It took a while for me to find the right 
relationship after leaving Interscope.” In the 

end, the right relationship was to release 
the album on her own label, From the rib. 

the 34-year-old rapper started 
out with hip-hop collective ruff ryders 
in the late 1990s. her first album was 
well received, but it was the single from 
the follow-up Scorpion, “let Me Blow 
ya Mind”—her collaboration with Gwen 
stefani—that won her platinum sales and 
a Grammy in 2002. 

Lip Lock, however, features heavier 
beats and a more intense tone than her 
earlier albums. “a lot of the tracks are in-
your-face,” she says. “I don’t think it was 
preconceived, it was just me picking 
whatever sounded right. I worked with a 
lot of different producers, so I picked tracks 
that would complement each other.”

Producers on Lip Lock include 
claude Kelly, salaam remi and longtime 
collaborator swizz Beats. selecting a 
producer is a critical first step in eve’s 
songwriting process. “I usually sit with the 
producer before we even go in the studio,” 
she says. “Once we’re in the studio you 
go back and forth about the vibe, listen to 
tracks, and it goes from there. I always like 
being in the room with at least the producer. 
I think it makes for a better song.” Lip Lock 
features guest appearances from such hip-
hop luminaries as snoop Dogg and Missy 
elliott, and vocals from cobra starship’s 
Gabe saporta on the lead single, “Make It 
Out this town” echo the crossover appeal 
of her earlier work. 

For eve, Lip Lock isn’t just her return 
to music, but a new way of making and 
releasing music. “I’ve been calling this my 
record,” she says, “because I come from ruff 
ryders, and there were so many people in 
the room. For me, this is definitely intimate.”

–Amanda Farah

In the years since his last album, ant—born stuart Goddard 
in london—released the odd single, various compilations and his 
memoir called Stand & Deliver: The Autobiography in 2007. But 
they were placeholders for the new lP, the first on his private label, 
Blueblack hussar records. “I spent more time with the album, and 
it was more organic,” says ant, 58. “It grew from writing a batch of 
songs with [longtime guitarist and songwriting partner] Boz Boorer 
and some of my own. Most of the people I collaborated with had 
home studios, so I didn’t go into one studio with one producer and 
come out with one sound, like I did with tony Visconti on Vive Le Rock 
or chris hughes on Kings of the Wild Frontier and Prince Charming.”

In fact, many will barely recognize adam ant’s latest music as 
coming from the singer who pioneered the new romantic sound 
in the late 1970s. the new album reveals his love for blues, jazz 
and bluegrass, and as the producer—his first-ever gig behind the 

console—he wanted to bring out all those different styles. “It’s 
not overproduced and it’s not a slick record,” ant explains. “It’s 
an eclectic choice of songs. I didn’t record with any particular 
production sound in mind. I recorded with the kind of technology I 
felt it needed. In that respect it’s quite a surprising record because 
it isn’t, ‘Oh, he’s gone for that sound.’ It’s very hard to put your finger 
on a kind of sound for this record.” 

having been away for so many years, ant has slowly returned 
to performing and is touring later this year. “the album got me back 
into the practice of songwriting, recording and playing live,” he says. 
“Knowing the business side of things and having your own label, these 
are things you talk about having, and then you have them. It takes time 
to appreciate what you have. I’m constantly writing now for the next 
one and the one after that. hopefully it won’t take so long in between.”  

 –Steve Rosen
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After a decade of changes, the rapper turns up 
the intensity on a new set
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