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Things have moved quickly for nikki yanofsky—aT 

12 she was singing in front of 100,000 people at the montreal 

international Jazz festival, by 13 she had been nominated for a 

Juno award (canada’s equivalent to the grammys), and at 16 she’s 

just released her debut studio album, Nikki. she began singing as 

a child, and knew even then she wanted to perform for a living. 

she began listening to jazz in her early teens, keying in especially 

on the music of ella fitzgerald—in 2008 she released a live album 

of fitzgerald songs, Ella … of Thee I Swing. 

Nikki was produced by grammy winners Phil ramone 

and Jesse harris, and features a mix of standards and original 

songs written by yanofsky with harris and singer-songwriter ron 

sexsmith. “The album is very personal, and allows the listener to 

get to know me,” she says. “you hear where i came from through 

the musical influences, and you hear where i’m going through 

the originals.”

adam, ashley and ausTin clark are Three of 11 

children born to traveling ministers freddy and sylvia clark 

(hence the name of the group), who taught them to play instruments 

as kids. The three were all working as sidemen to well-known country 

acts (ashley for carrie underwood, adam and austin for shedaisy) 

when they formed a trio in order to enter the fox Tv competition 

The Next Great American Band. “i didn’t think we were going to get 

very far in it,” adam admits. They promptly won, beating out 10,000 
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other groups and earning a deal with interscope records. They’ve 

lately been opening shows for underwood, who collaborated with 

the group last year on her song “What can i say.” among the 10 

tracks on sons of sylvia’s own recently released album, Revelation, 

is one (“love left to lose”) that ashley co-wrote with the siblings’ 

cousin, onerepublic frontman ryan Tedder. “it was surreal,” ashley 

says. “We were just laughing, like, ‘can you believe this?’ it’s been 

a crazy road.” 
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