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R&B newcomeR BeRtell (BoRn BeRtell Young) 

got his start in his grade-school cafeteria, where he regularly took 

over the piano and sang to entertain his classmates. He attended 

college in new Jersey on a basketball scholarship, and through 

his team’s coach got to know music producer Royal Bayyan. 

At Bayyan’s studio he met Blackstreet member chauncey Hannibal, 

who convinced him to give up his promising basketball career 

to pursue music. 

He returned to Houston and began pressing and selling 

his own cDs, demonstrating an independent streak that 

extended to sleeping in his truck. His performance on a single 

by rap group Dem Franchize Boyz caught the ear of producer 

Bryan-michael cox, who landed him a record deal. “If I come 

in and go platinum, then it’s not a downtime in music, there’s no 

recession,” he says. “It just means that what’s been lacking is the 

effort in making good music.” 

tRutH & SAlvAge co. FoRmeD In 2005, gRowIng out 

of late-night jam sessions at Hotel café in Hollywood, where singer 

and guitarist tim Jones served as talent booker. they eventually 

captured the attention of Black crowes lead singer chris Robinson, 

who produced their self-titled debut album and picked truth & 

Salvage co. to open for the crowes on tour last year. “If you keep 

on doing something long enough, the people are going to hear 

about it,” singer and guitarist Scott Kinnebrew says, “especially if 
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hoMetoWN: Houston, Texas  

INFlueNCeS: Marvin Gaye, Luther Vandross,   

 Stevie Wonder 

albuM: Goin’ Hard, out June 22 

WebSIte: bertellonline.com 

hoMetoWN: Los Angeles, Ca.  

MeMberS: Joe Edel (bass),                             

 Adam Grace (keyboards),               

 Tim Jones (vocals, guitar),            

 Scott Kinnebrew (vocals, guitar),  

 Bill “Smitty” Smith (vocals, drums),  

 Walker Young (vocals, keyboards) 

albuM: Truth & Salvage Co., out May 25   

WebSIte: truthandsalvageco.com

it is awesome.” the group has no shortage of material, featuring 

among its ranks four lead singers and songwriters whose influences 

span the roots of rock and country. “choosing the songs we want to 

perform requires humility and gratitude,” Kinnebrew says of his band, 

whose members variously hail from georgia, louisiana, Indiana, 

mississippi and ohio. “But that’s easy, because we have known 

and worked with each other for a long time now. there is a lot of 

love between us.”
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