
MARCH/APRIL 2010 ISSUE MMUSICMAG.COM

AS SEEN IN: MAR/APR 2010 M MUSIC & MUSICIANS MAGAZINE

EstablishEd as a pop star in hEr nativE australia 

since 2007, singer and keyboardist Kate Miller-heidke is poised to 

make a similar splash in the u.s. she recorded Curiouser over more 

than two months in los angeles, collaborating with guitarist (and 

husband) Keir nuttal and producer Mickey petralia. Miller-heidke 

says the album whose sound she describes as “experimental, hooky 

and unashamedly pop” was born in a burst of collective inspiration. 

“We went into this album with a vision,” she recalls. “We mapped out 

how we wanted it to sound—the aesthetic, the spirit of it.” Curiouser 

is already a platinum-selling hit in australia, where it snagged several 

nominations at the country’s Grammy equivalent, the prestigious 

aria awards. the set’s distinctive moniker came from producer 

petralia. “Mickey thought ‘Curiouser’ was a noun, something that 

made you more curious,” she explains. “that’s what made up my 

mind about the title. Wouldn’t it be great if people listened to this 

album and it made them curiouser?”

papEr tonGuEs’ MEMbErs GrEW up in north 

Carolina listening to rock, electronica and hip-hop, and all 

those elements and more are combined in their eclectic sound. 

“Grandmaster Flash was definitely a huge influence, and there was 

a ton of country music around me at all times—loretta lynn, ricky 

skaggs and hank Williams,” says lead singer aswan north. “i’ve 

absorbed it all and i use those influences every day in writing lyrics 

and singing the songs.” north developed his musical ideas while 
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 Regina Spektor 

alBuM: Curiouser, out now 

WeBsite: katemillerheidke.com 

HoMetoWn: Charlotte, N.C.   

MeMBers: Aswan North (vocals), Devin   

 Forbes (guitar), Joey Signa   

 (guitar), Cody Blackler    

 (keyboards), Clayton Simon  

 (keyboards), Danny Santell   

 (bass), Jordan Hardee (drums)  

alBuM: Self-titled debut out this summer;  

 Ride to California digital EP out now  

WeBsite: papertongues.com 

taking part in a weekly event (which he co-founded) that featured 

Charlotte musicians playing for members of the city’s homeless 

population, and soon discovered like-minded musicians to round out 

the lineup. the group has been at work with producers brian West, 

Mark Endert, John Fields, billy hume and nicholas balachandran 

on tracks for its upcoming full-length debut. “it’s rock music for 

sure,” says keyboardist Cody blackler, “but we also want to bring 

something new.”  
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