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THE SON OF GUITAR LEGEND CARLOS SANTANA AND 

grandson of blues pioneer Saunders King, Santana has music in 

his DNA. He began playing piano at age 6, and studied at San 

Francisco’s School of the Arts as well as Cal Arts in Valencia, 

Calif. He co-wrote the track “El Farol” on his father’s smash 1999 

album Supernatural, and struck out on his own as leader of the 

Salvador Santana Band five years later. His solo debut, Keyboard 

City, finds him collaborating with hip-hop giants GZA, Del the Funky 

Homosapien and Money Mark. He plans to donate a portion of the 

profits from album sales to a variety of nonprofit organizations. “I want 

to use music in a positive way, and give back to people in need,” he 

says. “There can never be enough people who do that.”

N’DAMBI GREW UP IN A STRICT BAPTIST HOUSEHOLD 

where the only secular music allowed was country, but was drawn 

to classic soul from the moment she began discovering music on 

her own. She established herself in the music business working as 

a backup singer with fellow old-school soul singer Erykah Badu, and 

was signed last year as a solo act to the recently revived Stax label. 

She recorded Pink Elephant with veteran producer Leon Sylvers 

III, best known for his work with artists like Shalamar, Midnight 

Star, The Whispers and BLACKstreet. “Sometimes I write from 

my experience, but mostly I use my imagination to express myself 

through storytelling,” she says. “I think of the place, the time, the 

setting of a story and invent a situation that shines a light on a 

particular issue or theme. They are rarely from my own life. More 

often, they’re someone else’s story.” 

SALVADOR

SANTANA

N’DAMBI

HOMETOWN: San Francisco, Calif.  

INFLUENCES: Bob Marley, Thelonious Monk, 

 McCoy Tyner 

ALBUM: Keyboard City, out Feb. 2  

WEBSITE: salvadorsantana.com 

HOMETOWN: Dallas, Texas  

INFLUENCES: Betty Davis, Mahalia Jackson, 

 Nina Simone 

ALBUM: Pink Elephant, out now  

WEBSITE: ndambionline.com 
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